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The Sage of Waterloo: A Tale, by Leona Francombe; W.W. Norton &

Co, $22.95, 240 pages.
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“You can always jump higher than you think you can.” Good advice for anybody,
but especially important for rabbits. That and other of life’s aphorisms are offered
by a wise grandmother bunny named Old Lavender, a central character in this story
and who lives at Hougoumont, the historic farm located at the site of the 1815
Battle of Waterloo. Old Lavender explains the history of the place to her grandson,
William, and how the past and present are deeply intertwined here.

This debut English-language novel by classically-trained pianist Leona Francombe
was published on the eve of the two hundred year anniversary of the decisive
battle, whose outcome is often cited as paving the way for the rise of modern
Europe. Told from William’s point of view, it is a decidedly unique examination of
the war and its consequences for humans and animals. (Perhaps another apt
proverb here might be “When elephants fight, it is the grass that suffers.”) Old
Lavender and William discuss historical points as well as philosophical ones,
whether war and violence is hell on earth, or the makings of, as a young William
puts it, “stirring bedtime stories.” There are few, if any, human voices in the book,
which may throw off readers who prefer a more straightforward approach to
history (i.e. anything by Geoff Wooten).

Ienjoyed it - these are some thoughtful bunnies, and though very little action
occurs in the present, history aficionados will certainly appreciate Francombe’s
attention to battle detail - from the exacting description of the Hougoumont
farmhouse and surrounding property, to the difference in bullet weight (British
bullets were seven pounds heavier than French ones). Yes, this is a novel involving
Belgian bunnies discussing ghosts and a major turning point in history, but if
you’re willing to suspend disbelief for 240 pages, then The Sage of Waterloo is a
refreshingly distinct examination of war and its aftermath.

Tags: History, leona francombe, rabbits, w w norton, waterloo

© Login

Sort by Newest

Comments Community

Q Recommend 2 Share

Start the discussion...

Be the first to comment.

ALSO ON FINE BOOKS & COLLECTIONS

Mark Samuels Lasner Donates
\$10m Collection to ...

Bright Young Booksellers:
Rebecca Romney

— Subscribed
to the podcast and ordering the
book! Fantastic!

- — Thisis a
&M wonderful collection and Mark is
a fantastic friend of the rare ...

#ColorOurCollections Week The Surprising History of

Penguin Predecessor, ...

— Thanks for sharing . :
@ #ColorOurCollectionsnever give — This sounds
up hope quotes «m. like a great subject for BBC and
Masterpiece Theater to adapt.

X4 subscribe D) Add Disqus to your siteAdd DisqusAdd @ Privacy

Lux Mentis

PhiloBiblos

The Private Library

Nota Bene

Past is Present

Rare Books @ Princeton
New York Public Library
Raven-ous!

Minsky's American Book Covers
Books Tell You Why
BookTryst

Old Scrolls

ABAA Blog

My Sentimental Library
American Book Collecting
ABE's Reading Copy

Oak Knoll Biblio-Blog
Simon Beattie

FABS Book Talk
Bookman's Log

Literary Features Syndicate

Enter your email address:

DELIVERED BY FEEDBURNER

FB
&C

-

i Like Page [

Be the first of your friends
to like this

Fine Books
&C K
Collectio

ns
April 20 at
9:23am

Always liked
Gorey...http://www.atl
asobscura.com/articl
es/edward-gorey-
collector

5 B ]
v

Search Site

Q

LIKE U5
QN FACEBOOK

FOLLOW US
OGN TWITTER

Free from FB&C

Autumn
Auction



http://www.projecthougoumont.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Leona-Francombe/e/B00ODQ4XBE
http://www.biblio.com/search.php?stage=1&result_type=works&keyisbn=geoffrey+wooten
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://disqus.com/
http://disq.us/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finebooksmagazine.com%2Ffine_books_blog%2F2017%2F02%2Fmark-samuels-lasner-donates-10m-collection-to-university-of-delaware.phtml%3AZDlJf24fRmZb_DcYHKrJIujnFRQ&imp=2kgf88l1cv3gji&prev_imp&forum_id=1264190&forum=finebooksmagazine&thread_id=4746402901&thread=5555801597&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=5555801597
http://disq.us/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finebooksmagazine.com%2Ffine_books_blog%2F2017%2F02%2Fmark-samuels-lasner-donates-10m-collection-to-university-of-delaware.phtml%3AZDlJf24fRmZb_DcYHKrJIujnFRQ&imp=2kgf88l1cv3gji&prev_imp&forum_id=1264190&forum=finebooksmagazine&thread_id=4746402901&thread=5555801597&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=5555801597
http://disq.us/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finebooksmagazine.com%2Ffine_books_blog%2F2017%2F03%2Fbright-young-booksellers-rebecca-romney.phtml%3AY2GWliM4NDmHMV9JOZTiiHcTrvM&imp=2kgf88l1cv3gji&prev_imp&forum_id=1264190&forum=finebooksmagazine&thread_id=4746402901&thread=5615721712&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=5615721712
http://disq.us/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finebooksmagazine.com%2Ffine_books_blog%2F2017%2F03%2Fbright-young-booksellers-rebecca-romney.phtml%3AY2GWliM4NDmHMV9JOZTiiHcTrvM&imp=2kgf88l1cv3gji&prev_imp&forum_id=1264190&forum=finebooksmagazine&thread_id=4746402901&thread=5615721712&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=5615721712
http://disq.us/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finebooksmagazine.com%2Ffine_books_blog%2F2017%2F02%2Fcolorourcollections-week.phtml%3AVVICBn6zFqgpQLIbx9n0RkIqfY0&imp=2kgf88l1cv3gji&prev_imp&forum_id=1264190&forum=finebooksmagazine&thread_id=4746402901&thread=5513401630&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=5513401630
http://disq.us/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finebooksmagazine.com%2Ffine_books_blog%2F2017%2F02%2Fcolorourcollections-week.phtml%3AVVICBn6zFqgpQLIbx9n0RkIqfY0&imp=2kgf88l1cv3gji&prev_imp&forum_id=1264190&forum=finebooksmagazine&thread_id=4746402901&thread=5513401630&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=5513401630
http://disq.us/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finebooksmagazine.com%2Ffine_books_blog%2F2017%2F04%2Fthe-surprising-history-of-penguin-predecessor-albatross-press.phtml%3ARps2uOdXpPO5ItI8qjIOf5AFVLM&imp=2kgf88l1cv3gji&prev_imp&forum_id=1264190&forum=finebooksmagazine&thread_id=4746402901&thread=5692167138&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=5692167138
http://disq.us/url?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finebooksmagazine.com%2Ffine_books_blog%2F2017%2F04%2Fthe-surprising-history-of-penguin-predecessor-albatross-press.phtml%3ARps2uOdXpPO5ItI8qjIOf5AFVLM&imp=2kgf88l1cv3gji&prev_imp&forum_id=1264190&forum=finebooksmagazine&thread_id=4746402901&thread=5692167138&zone=thread&area=bottom&object_type=thread&object_id=5692167138
https://disqus.com/home/forums/finebooksmagazine/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=finebooksmagazine&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://www.luxmentis.com/blog/
http://philobiblos.blogspot.com/
http://privatelibrary.typepad.com/the_private_library
http://nigelbeale.com/
http://pastispresent.org/
http://blogs.princeton.edu/rarebooks
http://www.nypl.org/blogs_all
http://raven2009.wordpress.com/
http://americanbookcovers.blogspot.com/
http://blog.bookstellyouwhy.com/
http://www.booktryst.com/
http://oldscrolls.wordpress.com/
http://blog.abaa.org/blog/
http://mysentimentallibrary.blogspot.com/
http://www.bookcollectinghistory.com/
http://www.abebooks.com/blog/
http://oakknollbooks.wordpress.com/
http://www.simonbeattie.co.uk/blog
http://www.fabsclubnews.blogspot.com/
http://bookmanslog.blogspot.com/
https://literaryfeaturessyndicate.com/
http://feedburner.google.com/
https://twitter.com/finebooks
https://www.facebook.com/FineBooksmagazine
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/auction-guide/
https://www.facebook.com/people/%E9%BB%83%E9%9B%85%E9%9D%96/100009100709387
https://www.facebook.com/john.ennis.3954546
https://www.facebook.com/FineBooksmagazine/?ref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/FineBooksmagazine/?fref=nf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.atlasobscura.com%2Farticles%2Fedward-gorey-collector&h=ATNtIszdR4ZwacXjAEdrqK0D6c0TOhPyZ3pOjxSflTlbPrtXlw_6PG8suMsOroN7kEwQiVeIAnNujfslgXcxEdXBXCDY5RB4UFJ7UONGOXif7I3tnJepo6zKVy8jP9Q7Ju0i5RHGQE9yJ-s3a1qOPw&enc=AZO5K5nyqjcKDbAVxBawJFqUmNiOHeUugiCp1rL6B2uZ89ES-d9PskbKi2pvu_X8VQBbg9Suc7xQDXHpFPMeRpGMLhII6OQbtJ1cQlaP3sdtpQNkwZj4-lQ0pocbdl8vOL9etf_kCyuRh0cDblk_doMJk5188Tj7kwoXzUNVSsot4UMsxWfQGpG3bxJLyN2P10Pafv0mpcjuvCEz2E5pH-Nz&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/FineBooksmagazine/posts/10154887571481917
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.atlasobscura.com%2Farticles%2Fedward-gorey-collector&h=ATN3jdULbN9TueRcgvYEnYKpLWHW2MhJLrK3S-DnYn9GfihAo7-JNxPThh0u0FzLZkRcN7M08kFwXYzRbGfKYBMixSUC1UtqKoVj7wDVMW_hXwNo-AhtHuuDiRCsuZaPnDbEEGY1eFAL3u3xfzO5eg&enc=AZPHfo1-tFjpVTF_zPpKl9kkTzhUM9CbY3VRs8fRfDwOxK25HNeUDzaVTJ2zpPnbksplFFHZh0ka_i7L5KNNcR9SLMH5U_LfUFr0QMYGpM56Pmnle3MrZQA5iVbktVgKlg_tRO8rPi5lhIa6wJSWdqpJwshzmuBC2cqiUiJEtddYlsOsbd7SKr6jqSpcPkcq7qVenoKFLpxbja39Y4YQgqVI&s=1
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.atlasobscura.com%2Farticles%2Fedward-gorey-collector&h=ATOpqmr9t0_hjcTb51RbJocG7AHEc8jrn-4befRJgCyl9oRkz5H1grDAM9qz-DxfK6-sa54TBHnBwLb_FktjVW69eC3bVjvQ03QE5f3XsOQuCfCMTt7-u3si6ndyc8wx79UyPajKCMI&enc=AZNvneNYWChyl1Dr9cb6rFuh_UaEHxJls51HEHHMpj30NQ7hIdU0o09igNHRS1AO4jWXhwqErlBNyT8WDvAbTpPPZHOMOHffwH8Ua4pVl0BEXTXYWoAlG8D0qSZmhmYUJiGU9Z24qNGFwXkA6Wp8DYEemILzMsYSX3ri0TcxyHkZ4EKQbZHuNHSkqhw3rZenhvqsffNWhrRCMhVXl9T_CkKU&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/FineBooksmagazine/
https://www.facebook.com/FineBooksmagazine/
https://www.facebook.com/FineBooksmagazine/

