
CALENDAR CONTACT US SUBSCRIBE STORE ARTICLES BLOG NEWS RESOURCE GUIDE

Like 0 Tweet 0 | More

Waterloo According to Rabbits
BY BARBARA BASBANES RICHTER  ON JULY 10 ,  2015  8 :35  AM

The Sage of Waterloo: A Tale, by Leona Francombe; W.W. Norton &
Co, $22.95, 240 pages.

 Subscribe

Recent Entries
Thieves Steal Over 160 Rare
Books in Major Heist
Postcard from the CA Antiquarian
Book Fair, 2017
Rare Book Week West:
Letterpress, Calligraphy & More
Rare Book Week West: PBA
Galleries Benefit Auction
Rare Book Week West: A Bloody
Alphabet
Rare Book Week West: The Gift
to Sing Exhibit at the Bancroft
Library
Rare Book Week West: Chinese
Book Art & Design

Monthly Archives
February 2017 (10)
January 2017 (22)
December 2016 (21)
November 2016 (21)
October 2016 (21)
September 2016 (22)
August 2016 (23)
July 2016 (21)
June 2016 (22)
May 2016 (21)
April 2016 (21)
March 2016 (23)
See More

Categories
Bright Young Librarians (48)
Bright Young Booksellers (63)
Catalogue Review (69)
Book Fairs (87)
Book People (144)
Book Reviews (103)
By Nicholas Basbanes (80)
Current Events & Trends (328)
In The News (192)
Nick's Picks (16)
Travelouge (35)
Bright Young Collectors (19)

Blogroll
Bibliology
BookFinder.com
Book Patrol
Eureka Books
Lux Mentis

https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/calendar/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/contact/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/subscribe/
http://store.finebooksmagazine.com/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/issue/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/press/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/onesource.cgi
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finebooksmagazine.com%2Ffine_books_blog%2F2015%2F07%2Fwaterloo-according-to-rabbits.phtml&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=From%20the%20%40finebooks%20blog%3A%20Waterloo%20According%20to%20Rabbits%20-%20&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.finebooksmagazine.com%2Ffine_books_blog%2F2015%2F07%2Fwaterloo-according-to-rabbits.phtml%23.WPsbcvm3SR4.twitter&via=finebooks
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/assets_c/2015/07/Sage%20of%20Waterloo_9780393246919-9130.phtml
http://feeds2.feedburner.com/FineBooksAndCollectionsBlog
http://feeds2.feedburner.com/FineBooksAndCollectionsBlog
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2017/02/thieves-steal-over-160-rare-books-in-major-heist.phtml
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2017/02/postcard-from-the-ca-antiquarian-book-fair-2017.phtml
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2017/02/rare-book-week-west.phtml
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2017/02/rare-book-week-west-pba-galleries-benefit-auction.phtml
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2017/02/rare-book-week-west-a-bloody-alphabet.phtml
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2017/02/rare-book-week-west-the-gift-to-sing-exhibit-at-the-bancroft-library.phtml
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2017/02/rare-book-week-west-chinese-book-art-design.phtml
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/archives.phtml
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2017/02/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2017/01/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2016/12/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2016/11/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2016/10/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2016/09/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2016/08/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2016/07/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2016/06/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2016/05/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2016/04/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/2016/03/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/archives.phtml
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/bright-young-librarians/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/bright-young-booksellers/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/catalogue-review/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/book-fairs/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/book-people/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/book-reviews/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/by-nicholas-basbanes/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/current-events-trends/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/in-the-news/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/nicks-picks/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/travelouge/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/fine_books_blog/bright-young-collectors/
http://www.biblio.com/blog/
http://journal.bookfinder.com/
http://www.bookpatrol.net/
http://eurekabooksellers.com/blog
http://www.luxmentis.com/blog/
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/index.phtml
https://www.finebooksmagazine.com/subscribe/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv1BW6zF04fK8Xk8OI4PES-fvEQ0iKtXFiwUFXVMgkGuhQaX60-ssIkLyB7hNyLQOs0JS_WiZV1EndYBYmFZPB4iYiD01aZX3RZfw4kw_LRa47uFHF9oq7d4pBl4f5LqKryuEvOLiIOINvt8USeUHV75Nkbh8ksaoHLTESI0g_J71wjn5kQcPRqolr8FaocRJjo81VGZQAuYO-sFV0f36J-fgxXPOGllH2QT412kgBlaNc9C4Jgux0QsyABLyv1tGE&sig=Cg0ArKJSzK3LSPv-ilOm&adurl=http://www.finebooksmagazine.com/subscribe


“You can always jump higher than you think you can.” Good advice for anybody,
but especially important for rabbits. That and other of life’s aphorisms are offered
by a wise grandmother bunny named Old Lavender, a central character in this story
and who lives at Hougoumont, the historic farm located at the site of the 1815
Battle of Waterloo. Old Lavender explains the history of the place to her grandson,
William, and how the past and present are deeply intertwined here.  

This debut English­language novel by classically­trained pianist Leona Francombe
was published on the eve of the two hundred year anniversary of the decisive
battle, whose outcome is often cited as paving the way for the rise of modern
Europe. Told from William’s point of view, it is a decidedly unique examination of
the war and its consequences for humans and animals. (Perhaps another apt
proverb here might be “When elephants fight, it is the grass that suffers.’) Old
Lavender and William discuss historical points as well as philosophical ones,
whether war and violence is hell on earth, or the makings of, as a young William
puts it, “stirring bedtime stories.” There are few, if any, human voices in the book,
which may throw off readers who prefer a more straightforward approach to
history (i.e. anything by Geoff Wooten).

I enjoyed it ­ these are some thoughtful bunnies, and though very little action
occurs in the present, history aficionados will certainly appreciate Francombe’s
attention to battle detail ­ from the exacting description of the Hougoumont
farmhouse and surrounding property, to the difference in bullet weight (British
bullets were seven pounds heavier than French ones). Yes, this is a novel  involving
Belgian bunnies discussing ghosts and a major turning point in history, but if
you’re willing to suspend disbelief for 240 pages, then The Sage of Waterloo is a
refreshingly distinct examination of war and its aftermath. 
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